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The Pre-historic period

200000 BC to about 3500-2500 BC

Major accomplishments
Tool manufacture and use

Communication
• Verbal

• Written?

Domestication of animals
• And plants?

Finally:  agriculture
• The “First Wave”



Stone Age-:

The age when the prehistoric man began to use stones for 
utilitarian purpose is termed as the Stone Age.

The Stone Age is divided into three broad divisions —

1. Paleolithic Age or the Old Stone Age (from unknown till 
8000 BC), 

2. Mesolithic Age or the Middle Stone Age (8000 BC-4000 
BC) and

3. Neolithic Age or the New Stone Age (4000 BC-2500 BC) 
on the basis of the specialization of the stone tools, which 
were made during that time.
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The Paleolithic period

“old stone age”

Basic features
Hunting and gathering

Remarkable art (and religion?)

Simple tools of chipped stone

Simple shelters

Language













































Mesolithic Period-: Middle Stone Age 
(8000 BC-4000 BC)

In the Mesolithic Age, the stone tools began to be made more pointed and 
sharp. 
To ensure a life that had abundance of food and clothing, the stone tools began 
to appear in increasingly specialized way. The simple handheld stone tools 
were now attached to thick branches from trees with rope made from animal 
skin and sinew.
These tools are known as hand axes, which could be flung at fast-moving 
animals from a distance. Apart from hand axes, they also produced crude 
stone-tipped wooden spears, borers, and burins. 
This period also saw the domestication of animals and graving of wild 
varieties of crops. Because of farming, small settlements began to take shape. 
Archaeological excavations have unearthed Mesolithic sites in the Chotta 
Nagpur area of central India and the areas south of the Krishna River.
The famous Bhimbetka caves near Bhopal belong to the Mesolithic Age and 
are famous for their cave paintings. The exact dale of these paintings is not 
certain, but some of the paintings are as old as 12,000 years. 
The prehistoric artist used natural white and red pigments in depicting the 
various themes, which were close to his heart and sustenance.



The Neolithic period

4000 BC-2500 BC.

Basic features
Food production

Polished stone tools 
• and weapons?

More settled, less nomadic lifestyles

“permanent” villages

Population increases

Development of a more complex (and satisfying?) 
social order



Human evolution



Homo habilis

“Handy Man”



Homo erectus



The mysterious Neanderthal

The subject of one of 
prehistory’s most 
intriguing questions



Eating 

Who was the more productive?
The hunter?

Or the gatherer?



The peripatetic life
c



Extraordinary art!



Cave art (cont.)

What general theme is 
evident here?



Cave artists



Paleolithic religion?



Homo faber

B.

C.

Early stone tools
A. Homo habilis

B. Homo erectus

C. Neanderthal

A.



The Fertile Crescent

shaduf



Farming 



Settling down

Prerequisite to civilization



Jericho 

Jordan River valley

c. 8000 BCE



Catal Hüyük

Modern Turkey

c. 6500 BCE



Catal Hüyük (cont.)



The first writing?



Neolithic religious life



Assignment No. 1-: 

Q.1 Explain Pre-historic period?

Q.2 Explain Stone Henge and its sketches which 
includes plan and view.





Thank You……..
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